Introduction
The efficacy of magnetostratigraphic correlations relies on the identification of a characteristic temporal sequence of normal and reverse polarity intervals. A geomagnetic polarity timescale (GPTS) also provides one of the few lines of empirical evidence for the evolution of the geodynamo 
Duration of Polarity Transitions
To refine the stratigraphic position of the polarity magnetozones and to obtain constraints on the duration of the polarity transitions, we resampled magnetozone boundaries in the Passaic Formation at a closer spacing of nominally 0. Chron is magnetic polarity interval defined in NBCP cores whose polarity is designated by suffix n for normal and r for reversed (see (Figure 7) .
In terms of correlation, the Tethyan polarity sequence for the Norian can be reasonably matched to the Newark GPTS . This correlation would require that Tethyan biozones, which are sometimes assumed to be of equal duration in chronostratigraphic applications, vary in duration by a factor of 2 or more. For the Carnian, correlation of the generally more fragmented and highly condensed polarity There is no evidence in either the Tethyan sections or the Newark GPTS for a prominent interval of low relative reversal rate [Johnson et al., 1995] or strong normal polarity bias [Algeo, 1996] for references and discussion). 
